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Hospital redevelopments
underway, but at what cost?
The announcement of the masterplan for the largest health
infrastructure project ever undertaken in the state should
have marked a great day for Tasmanians. Tasmania’s
Premier, Lara Giddings, and Health Minister, Michelle
O’Byrne, were joined by The Federal Minister for Health,
Tanya Plibersek, on the 9th of March to reveal the Royal
Hobart Hospital (RHH) redevelopment plans, but the
announcement was overshadowed by the preceding
months of debate about the funding of the project.
When Tasmanian Independent Federal Minister for
Denison, Andrew Wilkie, agreed to support Prime Minister
Julia Gillard in forming government in 2010, his two major
conditions were the pokies reform and the securing of
funding for the RHH. As a result, $340 million will be
provided by the Federal Government for the
redevelopments. The State Government will contribute
$225 million over six years (2010 to 2016) in addition to
Mr. Wilkie’s deal, making a total of $565 million to help
upgrade the hospital into a modern facility providing topclass services.
In November last year, Greens Health spokesperson, Paul
O’Halloran, alerted the Tasmanian public to the possibility
that the $340 million funding may end up coming out of
Tasmania’s pocket after all, when the state’s GST
allocations are calculated over the next few years. The
revenues raised by the Goods and Services Tax (GST) go
straight to the Federal Government, regardless of which
part of Australia they come from, and each financial year
they are redistributed to the States and Territories based
on their needs and previous funding in a process called
‘horizontal fiscal equalisation’ (HFE). Mr. O’Halloran
suggested that because Andrew Wilkie’s $340 million
hospital deal was not exempt from this process, it may
simply be an advance on our GST allocation which we will
repay by receiving a lower GST allocation over the
following years.
“The Tasmanian public were led to believe that we received
340 million dollars in new money from the Federal
Government as part of the funding deal for the Royal

The Medic
keeping UTAS med students informed…

Hobart Hospital. If that’s not the case, then the public have
a right to know exactly how much of that 340 million
dollars we will actually receive.”
He also pointed out that the deal ties up the contribution
from the State Government into the redevelopments, when
that money could have been redirected to other areas of
Tasmania’s health services.
“This deal committed the State Government to spending
225 million dollars over six years on the Royal Hobart
Hospital at a time when the state budget constraints are
impacting on health services around the state.”
In early December last year, the Tasmanian division of the
AMA joined the Greens in hitting out at Andrew Wilkie and
the state government, and asked Canberra to make the
$340 million exempt from the GST redistribution process.
“Quite simply, funding for all but 12 million dollars of the
RHH redevelopment comes from Tasmania’s own budget!
“[This is] money we don’t have at a time when the the
health system in Tasmania is failing to deliver through
draconian state government cuts to the health budget. How
stupid and unnecessary.”
“In order to solve the problem and fix the mess, the AMA
calls on the Prime Minister to instruct the Treasurer, Mr
Swan, to exempt the RHH redevelopment funds from the
grants commission GST equalisation process as should
have occurred at the time.”
The following months saw the RHH undergo severe cuts to
frontline services as the state government tried to reach its
target of 100 million dollars in Health savings, and the staff
and patients suffered. While the debate about the Wilkie
deal cooled off, it was never far from boiling over once
again.
In February this year, Wilkie defended his deal with Prime
(continued on page 2)
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Welcome to The Medic!
It is my pleasure to introduce to you
the first edition of The Medic, a
revamp of our student run
magazine. This is the brainchild of
Huw Jarvis, and his amazing
dedication and journalism skills
have created what will be an
informative
and
entertaining
monthy mag for you all.
-Clair McCartney, TUMSS President

Words from the President
TUMSS would like to wish you all a
warm welcome back to uni. As all
year groups are well underway the
uni year is filling up quickly and it's
full steam ahead for the TUMSS
team to keep you entertained,
educated and excited throughout the
year!
The start of 2012 saw the beginning
of the fun social events including
MedCamp for the first years,
Societies Day and MedWelcome.

Hospital redevelopments
underway, but at what cost?
Minister Gillard, stating that the recent report by the
Commonwealth Grants Commission (the body that calculates
HFE) showed that the impact of the Health and Hospitals
Fund payments to Tasmania, which includes the $340
million RHH funding as well as seven other health
infrastructure projects across the state including new cancer
centres, will cost the state $59 million in GST payments this
financial year. Mr. Wilkie says this proved the deal he struck
with the Prime Minister was a good one.

A busy start to the year and TUMSS
will be looking for your support and
input to make 2012 a fabulous, stress
free, successful year for you all!
-Clair McCartney, TUMSS President

“Each amount of federal funding Tasmania receives will be
repaid in GST losses over three years. So far we have
received 270 million dollars, and this year’s repayments – 90
million dollars (one third of 270 million) – have been taken
into account in the 59 million dollar net decrease in
Tasmania’s Health and Hospital GST allocation. These losses
will continue over several years.”
When asked about the AMA’s push for the RHH funding to
become exempt from the GST repayments, as sometimes
occurs in special cases, he said:

“Given the choice of hundreds of millions of dollars to
redevelop the RHH and improve cancer services in Tasmania
or $59 million in extra GST this year, I know what I would
choose.

“Andrew Wilkie made a mistake when he did not insist on
making the hospital funding exempt from the state’s GST
repayments when the original deal was struck, but what is
more disappointing is the fact that he is now trying to cover
up his mistake, rather than fix it by renegotiating with the
Prime Minister.”

“It is one of the biggest infrastructure projects in Tasmania’s
history and will provide a much-needed boost to the slowing
state economy, providing jobs and confidence for the
business community during hard times,” he said.
Mr. Wilkie also pointed out that he had not heard anyone
argue that the RHH did not require urgent redevelopment,
and accused the Greens and AMA of engaging in “political
mud-slinging”.

Hope for Tasmania’s healthcare has come this month with
the unveiling of the RHH redevelopment masterplan, which
details extensive upgrades to the hospital’s facilities and
much-needed expansion of its bed capacity. However, for the
staff working tirelessly to keep the hospital running, and for
the Tasmanian people enduring long waiting times, it seems
little more than a distraction from their hardships, and from
the political debate.

“The Greens and AMA’s irresponsible, alarmist and
politically-motivated claims that all but $7m to $12m of the
money would be clawed back in GST payments were plain
wrong.”
When asked how the Greens’ and the AMA’s original figures
could have been so different from the amount outlined in the
recent Commonwealth Grants Commission update, Mr.
Wilkie told The Medic:

Did you know?...
TUMSS SUPPORTS STUDENTS
TO ATTEND CONFERENCES

“The AMA and others either don’t understand the [HFE]
formula, or they do and think it’s OK to scare the community
with ridiculous claims.”
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The 3rd year OSCE tutoring has seen
most of our 3rd years paired up with
enthusiastic final years to get ahead
in exams. David Gill and I have
tepresented uou at the first AMSA
Council in Melbourne and TASIN is
holding the first of many 'suture
saturdays' in the coming weeks.

So where did those numbers come from? Health policy
analyst Martyn Goddard, whose report gave the AMA
Tasmania those figures, outlined to The Medic how he
arrived at them, saying:

(continued from page 1)
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HEALTHCARE
UPDATE
Cancer treatment for
Tasmanians will
improve as developments
are underway for new
facilities around the state,
thanks to $48 million of
investment by government
and non-government
sources.
1,000 new GP registrars
start work in local
communities as a record
number of medical school
graduates begin their
vocational training under a
$150 million Australian
Government program.
Non-prescription birth
control pills and high
cholesterol medication
are around the corner with
the passing of the National
Health (Fifth Community
Pharmacy Agreement) Bill
2011, which means that
patients whose prescriptions
have run out will be able to
obtain this medication from
a pharmacy if they’re unable
to see a doctor in time for a
renewal.

An update from Alex Tucker – our
TUU Representative

Tasmania leads on antismoking laws as
legislation came into effect
early this month to expand
smoke free areas in the state
to include outdoor dining
areas, sporting venues,
children’s playgrounds,
pedestrian and bus malls
and at patrolled beaches.
The AMA has since called for
more policing of the new
laws, after suggestions that
they have been less effective
than expected so far.

With O-week now behind us, the TUU SRC is shifting its
focus to the year ahead. 2012 is a big year for the TUU,
with its restructuring following the sale of assets in late
2011 and the impending introduction of the Student
Services and Amenities Fee (SSAF) later in the year. My
goals as Clinical School Representative this year are to
increase medical student awareness of the TUU and
what it offers and to improve our ties with the university
as a whole. Improvements to Club Med are also currently
in the works - check out the first of these, the Wall of
Wisdom, next time you visit, and feel free to contribute!
For any questions regarding the TUU, email
Alexander.Tucker@utas.edu.au

Private health Insurance
Rebate Means-test
becomes law with passage
of legislation through the
Parliament this month to
means-test the private
health insurance rebate from
next year, which will affect
individuals earning over $84
000 a year in the hope of
taking pressure off the public
health system.

And then you did your PhD at Flinders
University in South Australia, is that right?
Yeah that’s right. I got over the line with first class
honours, and then went on to do my PhD in
neuroscience. Now that I think about it, perhaps I’d
always had an interest in the nervous system. My PhD
thesis focussed on neurofilaments… specifically, how
they are made up of different sub-units depending on
where they are anatomically located in the brain. Doing
my PhD is when I really started to work hard; that’s how
I learned good study habits.

AMA Tasmania Calls for
a Federal Takeover of
Health among fears that
Tasmania’s healthcare
system is economically
unsustainable yet cannot
afford further budget cuts.

What do you do in your spare time? Do you have
any?
Not much, no… I have a family – I’m married and have a
10-year-old boy and a 12-year-old girl – and that’s how I
spend my time outside of my work. I guess one thing I
really enjoy is travel. That started when I went to the
U.S. for three years as a research fellow at the Mt Sinai
School of Medicine in New York. That’s also when I
became very interested in neurodegenerative diseases,
particularly Alzheimer’s.

A chat with Professor Vickers
I asked Professor Vickers if I could interview him
for this newsletter because I wanted to give the
medical students of UTAS an opportunity to learn a
bit more about the head of the school. I’ve never
interviewed anybody before, which is probably why
I replied too often with “cool” and stuttered my way
through this uncivil first question…

What type of student were you growing up?
Do I really have to answer that? [laughs] A lazy one.
Once I had decided what I wanted to do – to be an
academic in the field of neuroscience – I realised that I
really had to work hard and write papers.

Huw: Why don’t you tell me a bit about your
childhood?
Prof Vickers: Oh God! What’s this for again!? [laughs] I was
born in Launceston, and went to high school at Dominic
College. I didn’t really know what I wanted to do until I had
been at uni for a while. I did a Bachelor of Science at UTAS,
studying mostly psychology subjects but also chemistry,
zoology and philosophy. I wasn’t ready to be a psychologist
when I graduated, so I did honours in a more biomedical field
– looking at the visual system of native cats, actually.
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For all you lazy med kids reading this, start
putting in some work and you may be the head
of a medical school one day!
Thanks a lot for the chat, James.
I’d like to see this interview, Huw, before you post it all
over the place! [Laughs]
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An update from Ben Hunn –
our AMA Representative
For those who have been living under a rock, the
major challenge to the medical profession in
Tasmania this year has been the drastic cuts to
medical funding made by the State Government.
This short-term thinking will have immediate and
on-going consequences for job prospects and
opportunities, and more importantly for patient
care. AMA Tasmania President, Dr. John Davis, has
called for the Federal Government to take over the
State health care responsibilities. For more
information on this issue, any other issue, or to
become a student member of the AMA with the
benefits
this
entails,
contact
me
at
ama@tumss.org.au. Also consider becoming a
member upon graduation, to help continue the
important advocacy work of the AMA.

Med students: an
outsider’s perspective

other how their shoulder hurts and it must have been
because they bumped their [insert ridiculously long,
impossible to understand or pronounce nerve name here]
on a shelf when reaching for a textbook.

What does the rest of the UTAS student body think of us?
This is what a 20-year-old female
sociology/international relations student had to say…

Then again, the rest of us in the outside world do hear about
all the other things you get up to. Something called boat
races? The secret world of the med party. They don't seem
to be like the barrels the rest of us have where we buy two
dollar beers, practising for future unemployment, seedy
lashes and beer guts. I suppose that's it really, while the rest
of us come to realisation that you can't actually do anything
with an Arts degree, you're off marrying all the other
attractive doctors, spawning kids who are good at sports like
rowing and under-water hockey, never putting on weight
and having impossibly white teeth. Well, that's what I
imagine anyway.

To some sort of relative surprise, I recently realised I hardly
know any med students. That says it all really. What are
med students? These creatures who wake up early, work
late and supposedly do actual study while the rest of the
student population is drinking a beer and neglecting one of
only two assignments they need to do for the entire
semester. If I let my imagination run away from me I
picture a group, swarm or flock of young people hanging
out in dark corners making sure the rest of the population
doesn't ever know their true identity, making jokes about
sticking needles into oranges and then explaining to each

An update from Dave Gill –
our AMSA Representative

● Marriage equality and health – should
we have a stance? Well we do now!

From the 9th to the 12th of March, Clair
and I attended the first AMSA Council
in Melbourne. Council is the chief
decision-making body of the Australian
Medical Students’ Association, and is
attended by the President and an AMSA
Representative from each medical
school in the country.

● Financial support for medical
students – Centrelink pays us UNDER
the Henderson Poverty line!
● Medical student registration – what
should it involve?

Some of the policies tackled at this one:

● Common vacation weeks – shouldn’t
we share our holidays so we can attend
conferences to better our learning?

● Student Services and Amenities Fee –
where will these new compulsory fees
be spent?

We also discussed the 2012 AMSA Perth
Convention, Cairns Global Health
Conference (GHC) and the
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upcoming Hobart
GHC
in
2013.
Congratulations to Georgina Taylor and
Huw Jarvis for their successful bid to
co-convene
Hobart
GHC
2013!
Information will be out soon about how
you can get involved in this exciting
event.
Please keep your eyes peeled for the
upcoming AMSA Think Tank to discuss
issues that are relevant to medical
students and junior doctors and have
your voice heard! Until then, will see
you at the upcoming AMSA/TUMSS
Well Being Week! Send me an email
dgill@utas.edu.au for more information
on anything AMSA.
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